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archive space-based observations on
global change. This Space-Based Glob-
al Change Observation System (S–
GCOS) will be led by NASA with par-
ticipation from other Government
Agencies.

• Directs that NASA’s Earth Observing
System (EOS) be developed using
small and intermediate-sized satellites.
Through the use of advanced tech-
nology and reduced design complexity,
these satellites can be acquired more
quickly and at less cost than previously
planned. This will allow the timetable
for obtaining critical data on global
change to be accelerated.

• Assigns global change observation func-
tions, including the development of
technology, the collection of data, and
the archiving of information, to NASA
and the Departments of Energy, Com-
merce (NOAA), Interior, and Defense.

• Encourages international cooperation
in global change observation from
space and directs the Department of
State to provide support to the imple-
menting Agencies.

This directive augments previous Presi-
dential directives and recognizes the rec-
ommendations of the Earth Observing Sys-
tem Engineering Review Panel.

Radio Address to the Nation on the Balanced Budget Amendment
June 6, 1992

I want to talk to you today about a big
idea, a big change in the way your Govern-
ment works. For the past 12 years, Presi-
dent Reagan and I have tried to get Con-
gress to act responsibly and restrain Federal
spending. We’ve tried compromise. We’ve
tried confrontation. And we’ve tried quiet
diplomacy with the leaders of Congress.
None of this has been enough. And so, my
friends, the time has come to take some
commonsense action. We must pass a con-
stitutional amendment mandating a bal-
anced budget.

For most of our Nation’s history, there
was an unwritten rule against deficit financ-
ing, against saddling future generations with
a mountain of debt. But in recent times,
we’ve moved away from that. Now, we’re
borrowing from the future to pay for indul-
gences of the present. Our future is at stake.
To ensure long-term economic growth, we
must get Federal spending under control.

I’ve called for big changes in many areas,
reforms in how this Nation’s gridlocked cap-
ital does business. Right now, we’re coming
out of tough times. The American people
know that budget deficits threaten the long-
term economic health of our country. Over
the years, we’ve accumulated Federal debt
totalling $65,000 for every family of four.
This doesn’t create more wealth. It merely

helps pay for our current consumption. And
that’s like taking out a car loan and never
buying a car.

To make our economic future strong, the
balanced budget is where we must start. Be-
ginning well before I became your Presi-
dent, I have fought for a balanced budget
amendment. As a matter of fact, on Feb-
ruary 9th, 1989, the very first legislative pro-
posal that I made as President was for Con-
gress to adopt a balanced budget constitu-
tional amendment. In each of the three
budgets I’ve submitted since, I’ve repeated
that plea.

Why am I so fiercely dedicated to this
issue? Look at your own family. You know
what happens when you spend more than
you make. The devil’s going to come de-
manding his due. Well, that’s what our
American family faces right now.

When you hear about a deficit measured
in hundreds of billions of dollars, remember
that’s not ‘‘Monopoly’’ money. Some day,
that debt must be paid with your money,
as sure as your own personal debts will have
to be paid with your money. It’s unaccept-
able when this spending riptide has us
drowning in debt, dragging us further out
to sea.

This amendment will bring us back to
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shore. Forty-four States already have some
type of constitutional balanced budget re-
quirement. Eighty percent of the American
people want this amendment and the tough-
er scrutiny of Government spending which
it will require.

We’re fed up. We know it’s time for par-
tisan posturing to yield to responsibility to
govern. It’s time to stop treating our Fed-
eral Treasury like the corner cash machine.

Thomas Jefferson’s words still ring true:
‘‘I place public debt as the greatest of the
dangers to be feared.’’ Today, we have with-
in our grasp the power to conquer that fear.
The key to this is twofold: We must control
reckless Government spending, and we
must encourage economic growth.

Last January, I proposed a solid, com-
monsense action plan to create jobs and

stimulate economic growth for the short
term. Congress still needs to act on that
plan and act now. A balanced budget
amendment will help ensure economic se-
curity for the American people in the long
term. Congress needs to act on that meas-
ure and act now.

We have a moral imperative to act on
behalf of future generations. They are not
yet here to represent themselves. It’s time
to protect our children and our children’s
children. And we’re determined to enact
this solemn bond between generations.

May God bless you and our great Nation.

Note: This address was recorded at 10:03
a.m. on June 5 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on
June 6.

Remarks on the Arrival of Prime Minister John Major of the United
Kingdom at Camp David, Maryland
June 6, 1992

Prime Minister and Mrs. Major, let me
just give you a hearty welcome back to
Camp David.

Forty-eight years ago today, Ike and
Monty, Churchill and FDR, Allied soldiers,
sailors, marines, and airmen, heroes all,
forged the greatest armada in the history
of man, the D-day invasion. Our goal was
a legacy of peace. And to achieve it, we
first had to win a war. June 6th, 1944, told
the world that aggression will not stand. So
it’s fitting that the Prime Minister and I
meet on this historic anniversary of a new
beginning in Europe to talk about our coun-
tries’ enduring special relationship and the
future challenges that we face in this prom-
ising new world.

Already we’ve responded to each other
not with just the formal handshake of two
allies but with the embrace of two friends.
And we meet as leaders of nations joined
by a common culture and civilization, recall-
ing how Dwight Eisenhower, beloved in
Britain and America, once said of freedom,
‘‘To preserve it, the Londoner will fight, and
so will the citizen of Abilene.’’

Over more than four decades of the cold
war, we reaffirmed our relationship. Then
came the Persian Gulf where, again, we
stood fast so that liberty could prevail. Years
from now, people will still marvel at British
and American heroism in Operation Desert
Storm. People will also note how the last
year reaffirmed the strength of our alliance,
the value of the rule of law, and that Eng-
land will always be our friend.

Our Nation sprang from England’s belief
in the sanctity of the individual. Today, that
belief has never been stronger, our alliance
never firmer, our desire never deeper to
build a free and peaceful world.

So Mr. Prime Minister, let me thank you,
sir, for your determination and Britain’s ex-
ample to the world. Welcome back to the
U.S.A., and I look forward to discussing a
wide array of subjects with you in the cou-
ple of days ahead.

Thank you very much for coming our way
again.

Note: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m.
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